Angiotensin-converting enzyme and cardiovascular disease risk.
The published studies of the association of the angiotensin-converting enzyme (ACE) genotype with cardiovascular disease have used many different diagnostic criteria for cardiovascular disease and have drawn their samples from different patient groups and different populations. This review examines the association of the ACE DD genotype with cardiovascular disease risk in studies grouped by their case criterion, the geographical region of the population samples, and by the cardiovascular risk level of the patient sample. In studies where the underlying odds ratios are determined to be homogeneous, the overall odds ratios for myocardial infarction and coronary artery disease with regard to the ACE DD genotype are estimated using the Mantel-Haenszel method.